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August 24, 2006 
Revised October 2, 2006 
Revised March 22, 2007 
 
Mr. Robert Stark 
White Mountain Estates, LLC 
332 West Howell Drive 
Ridgecrest, California 93555 
 
Subject: ADDITIONAL GEOLOGIC INFORMATION 
  Earthquake Fault Zone Hazard Evaluation and 
  Determination of Building Setbacks for Tentative Tract 37-46 
  White Mountain Estates Subdivision – Phase 1 
  Chalfant Valley, Mono County, California 
 
References: 1. Fault and Seismic Investigation for Proposed Residential Development 
  Tract 37-16, Mono County, California 
  Prepared by Keith W. Ehlert dated August 27, 1999 

  2. Review of Keith W. Ehlert’s Report Titled 
  “Fault and Seismic Investigation for Proposed Residential Development 
  Tract 37-16, Mono County, California” dated August 27, 1999 
  Prepared by URS Greiner Woodward Clyde dated January 23, 2000 

  3. Response to Review Letter Prepared by URS Greiner Woodward Clyde for Mono 
County, California 

  Prepared by Keith W. Ehlert dated March 21, 2000 

  4. Review of Keith W. Ehlert’s Report Titled 
  “Fault and Seismic Investigation for Proposed Residential Development, Track [sic] 37-

16, Mono County, California” dated August 27, 1999 
  Prepared by GeoPentech dated July 10, 2000 

  5. Response to Review Letter Prepared by GeoPentech for Mono County, California 
Review Letter dated July 10, 2000 

  Prepared by Keith W. Ehlert dated January 20, 2002 

  6. Earthquake Fault Zone Hazard Evaluation 
  Phase 2 of Tentative Tract 37-46 
  White Mountain Estates Subdivision 
  Chalfant Valley, Mono County, California 
  Prepared by Sierra Geotechnical Services, Inc. dated March 22, 2005 
 
Mr. Stark: 

This letter is revised to reflect the lot numbering and phase boundary changes shown on the latest 

rendition of Tentative Tract Map 37-46 (dated January 14, 2007), and it shall also serve to provide 

supplementary data with respect to faulting that we inadvertently discovered on Lot 31 of Phase 1 of 

Tentative Tract 37-46 during our fault investigation of your adjacent Phase 2 of Tentative Tract 37-46 
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(Reference 6).  Field review of this trench exposure revealed active faulting with a trend approximating N 

8-10º W that appears to truncate late Pleistocene-age deposits and the overlying surficial soil.  The trend 

of this faulting is consistent with that of active faulting that was previously found to the southeast on 

adjacent Phase 2 in Trench T-8, and as a result it was determined that the fault found in Trench T-13 is 

the apparent northern extension of the faulting found in Trench T-8; therefore, the active faulting has 

been mapped across Lots 31 through 36 and Common Lot B of Phase 1 of Tentative Tract 37-46.  This 

determination was made regardless of the fact that faulting was not recognized during the initial 

investigation for Phase 1 of Tentative Tract 37-46 by Ehlert (Reference 1).  The locations of Ehlert’s Fault 

Trench 4 and Fault Trench 5 from that report have been approximately plotted on Plate 1.  SGSI’s 

geologic logs of Trench T-8 (Reference 6) and Trench T-13 illustrate the activity of this faulting.  The 

mapped locations of the faulting and each trench are shown on Sheet 1 (revised March 22, 2007).  The 

Geologic Log of Trench T-13 and Sheet 1 are attached. 

Building Setback Zones 

In order to mitigate the potential for ground surface rupture hazard, a Building Setback Zone has been 

established across Lots 31 through 36 and Common Lot B of Phase 1 of Tentative Tract 37-46, as shown 

on the attached Earthquake Fault – Building Setback Zone Map (Sheet 1 – revised March 22, 2007).  

Each end of the trench and the faulting within Trench T-13 has been surveyed in by a professional 

surveyor using the Global Positioning System network.  Following the survey, the zone was then 

established using parallel lines measuring fifty feet out from either side of the mapped faulting traces, 

which are illustrated and color-coded red and pink for the faulting and the setback zone, respectively.  

The building of habitable structures as defined by the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone Act (California 

Public Resources Code, Division 2, Chapter 7.5) shall not be permitted within this zone.  Unless 

superseded by this report, all of the conclusions, recommendations and limitations provided in the above-

referenced reports shall remain applicable. 

This opportunity to be of additional service is appreciated. 

Respectfully, 
SIERRA GEOTECHNICAL SERVICES, INC. 
 
 
 
 
H. Dean Dougherty, III 
Professional Geologist No. 6497 
 
Attachments:  Geologic Log of Trench T-13, Sheets 1 – 4 of 4 
  Earthquake Fault – Building Setback Zone Map, Sheet 1 (Revised 3/22/2007) 
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GEOLOGIC LOG OF TRENCH T-13 

SHEETS 1 – 4 OF 4 
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EARTHQUAKE FAULT – BUILDING SETBACK ZONE MAP 

SHEET 1 

(Revised October 2, 2006) 

(Revised March 22, 2007) 
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